The posterior sagittal approach to repair of vaginal atresia and imperforate anus.
In 1982 deVries and Peña reintroduced the posterior sagittal approach for the repair of high imperforate anus, and it is already being utilized by many pediatric surgeons worldwide. This approach, the so-called "Kraske approach," has been used in the past for access to difficult rectal lesions, and has been applied to cloacal anomalies, again by Peña and deVries. We have recently applied this technique to repair a mid-vaginal atresia in a 12-year-old girl who also had chronic constipation and fecal incontinence following neonatal imperforate anus repair. The posterior sagittal approach allowed simultaneous reconstruction of the anus and vagina and may have application to the primary repair of ano-vaginal anomalies in infancy. The case history and a discussion of the technique form the basis of this report.